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I.
ORIGIN OF MORMON ISM .
There are two stories concerning the origin of the Book of 
Mormon, one of which is probably true, both of which may be false. 
The story told by Joseph Smith,the founder, is as given below and 
purports to be in his own v/crds contributed for publication in a 
"History of the Religious Denominations of the United States " 
published in Philadelphia, and is orthodox Mormon History.
" I was born in the town of Sharon,Windsor County,yt, on the 
23rd.of December,1805. When ten years old my parents moved to 
Palmyra,N.Y. where we resided about four years, and from thence we 
removed to the town of Manchester, a distance of six miles.
uMy father was a fanner, and taught me the art of husbandry. 
When about 14 years of age, I began to reflect upon the importance 
of being prepared for a future state,and upon inquiring the place 
of salvation^ I found there was a great clash in religious senti­
ment; if I went to one society they referred me to one place, and 
another to another, each one pointing to his own particular creed 
as the summum bonum of perfection . Considering that all could not 
be split up into factious, and that if He taught one society to 
worship one way, and administer in one set of ordinances,he would 
not teach another principles which were diametrically opposite. 
Believing the word of God, I had confidence in the declaration of 
James: *if any man lack wisdom let him ask of God, who giveth to a
all men liberally and upbraideth not,and it shall be given him."
"I retired to a secret place in a grove,and began to call
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upon the Lord. While fervently engaged in suplication, my mind 
was taken away from the objects with which I was surrounded, and.
I was enwrapt in a heavenly vision and saw two glorious person­
ages who exactly resembled each other in features and likeness 
surrounded by a brilliant light which eclipsed the sun at noonday. 
They told me that all the religious denominations were believing 
in incorrect doctrines, and that none of them was acknowledged of 
God as His Church and Kingdom. And I was expressly commanded " to 
go not after them," at the same time receiving a promise that the 
fullness of the gospel should at some future time be made known to
7
me. A
" On the evening of the 21st of September,A.D. 1823,while I 
was praying unto God and endeavoring to exercise faith in the pre­
cious promises of scripture, on a sudden a light like that of day 
only a far purer and more glorious appearance and brightness, 
burst into the room; indeed,the first sight was as though the house 
was filled with consuming fire. # # # # # # # # # # # # # #  # # #
" I was informed that I was chosen to be an instrument in 
the hands of God to bring about some of His purposes in this glo­
rious dispensation. # #  # # # # # # # # # # # # # #
I was told where there were, deposited some plates,on whieh was 
engraved an abridgement of the records of the ancient prophets that 
had existed on this continent. The angel appeared to me three times
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the same night and unfolded the same things. After having received 
many visits from the angel of God, unfolding the majesty and glory 
of the events that should transpire in the last days, on the 22d of
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September,A.D. 1827, the angel of the Lord delivered the record 
into my hands.
" These records were engraven on plates which had the appear
ance of gold; each plate was six inches wide and eight inches long,
and not quite so thick as common tin. They were filled with engrave
ings in Egyptian characters, and bound together in a volume as
the leaves of a book, with three rings running through the whole,
The volume was something near six inches in thickness, a part of
which was sealed. The characters in the unsealed part were small
and beautifully engraved. The whole book exhibited many marks
of antiquity in its construction, and much skill in the art of
engraving. With the records was bound a curious instrument, which
,  >
the ancients called the Urim and Thummim,which consisted of two 
transparent stones set in the rim on a bow fastened to a breast­
plate .
»' Through the medium of the *Urim and Thummim, I translated 
the record, by the gift and power of God. ”
The foregoing is the story of his finding of the golden 
plates, and is corroborated by the sworn testimony of three witness­
es, in substance,as follows :
These witnesses testify that "we know that they ( the plate 
have been translated by the gift and power of God for his voice 
hath declared it unto us." They testify that they have seen the 
engravings which are upon the plates, " that an angel of God came 
down from Heaven, and he brought and laid before our eyes,that we 
believed and saw the plates, and the engravings thereon."
)
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( Signed ) Oliver Cowdery.
David Whitmer.
Martin Harris.
Seven other witnesses testify that Joseph Smith showed 
them the plates,which had the appearance of gold. They were al­
lowed to handle many of the plates and see the engravings thereon,
" which had the appearance of ancient work and of curious work­
manship . "
The second theory is that the Book of Mormon was written by 
the Rev.Robert Spaulding of Northern Ohio, that it somehow fell 
into the hands of Sidney Rigdon and Joseph Smith and was divested 
by them to its present purpose. The following is a brief abstract 
of a statement made by Mrs.Spaulding upon learning of the nature 
of the Book of Mormon.
» Learning recently that Mormonism had found its way into a 
Church in Masachusetts, I am determined to delay no longer doing 
what I can to strip the mask from this monster of sin, and to lay 
open this pit of abominations. Rev.Solomon Spaulding was a gradu­
ate of Dartmouth College, and was distinguished for a lively imag­
ination and great fondness for history. At the time of our mar­
riage he resided in Cherry Valley,N.Y. . From this place we re­
moved to New Salem, Ashtabula County,Ohio. # # # # # # # / / # # # #  
In the town of New Salem there are numerous mounds and forts, sup­
posed by many to be the dilapidated dwellings and fortifications 
of a race now extinct. Numerous implements were found, and other 
articles,evincing great skill in the arts, Mr. Spaulding being an
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educated man, passionately fond of history, took a lively interest 
in these developments of antiquity; and in order to beguile the 
hours of retirement, and furnish employment for his lively imag­
ination, he conceived the idea of giving an historical sketch of 
this long lost race. As he progressed in his narrative, the neigh­
bors would come in from time to time to hear portions read., and 
great interest in the work was excited among them. # # # # # # #  
Prom New Salem he ( Mr.Spaulding ) removed to, Pittsburg,Pa. Here 
Mr.Spaulding found an acquaintance and friend in the person of Mr 
Patterson, an editor of a newspaper. He exhibited his manuscript
to Mr.Patterson,who was very much pleased with, and borrowed it
✓
for persual. He retained it a long time, and informed Mr.Spauld­
ing that if he would make out a title-page and preface he would 
publish it, and it might be a source of profit. This Mr.Spaulding 
refused to do,for reasons I cannot now state.
" Sidney Rigdon, who has figured so largely in the history 
of the Mormons, was at this time connected with the printing-office 
of Mr.Patterson, as is well known in that region, and as Rigdon 
himself has frequently stated. Here he had ample opportunity to 
become acquainted with Mr.Spalding's manuscript, and to copy it if 
he chose. At length the manuscript was returned to its author,## 
# # # # # # # # # #  « Finally," A women preacher appointed a meet­
ing there ( New Salem ), and in the meeting read and repeated copi- 
ousextracts from the 'Book of Mormons’. The historical part was imme­
diately recognized by all the older inhabitants as the identical 
work of Mr.Spaulding, in which they had been so deeply interested
1 6.
years before # # # # # # # # # # # #  # # # # # # # # # # # * # #  ”
A. Ely,D.D. Pastor of the Congregational Church, and D.R. 
Austin,Principal of Monson academy, Mass., certify to the good 
character of Mrs.Spaulding, under the date of April 1st.,1859.
It is not,my purpose to discuss the authenticity of either 
of these statements. But to follow the growth of the organization 
up to and including the settlement in Illinois.
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CHAPTER 2 .
WGROWTH BEFORE THE SETTLEMENT IN ILLINOIS.
The Mormon Church was organized on April 6th,1830 with six 
members. Conversions were made slowly at first. The first convert 
who was to figure prominently in the church was Parley Pratt, soon 
followed by Sidney Rigdon, a Campbellite preacher in Northern Ohio, 
who was destined to aid the Prophet in the completion of the trans­
lation of the Book of Mormon. After remaining with Joseph for 
sometime, Rigdon induced him to return with him to Ohio. The Saints 
were commanded to follow their leader. But their stay in Ohio was 
not permanent. Joseph received a revelation that the New Jerusa­
lem was to be located at Independence, Jackson Co., Missouri,and 
accordingly commanded them to go thither in 1832.
The Mormons had grown rapidly in numbers of late and the 
sudden influx of so many new settlers and the aggressiveness of the 
Mormons caused trouble between them and the people of Jackson,Co. 
Trouble continued. In the Fall of 1833 the people became aroused 
by the arrogance of the Mormons and resolved to exterminate them.
A mob attacked them and in the disturbance several were killed, 
many whipped and over two-hundred of their houses burned. They 
were forced to leave the county and took refuge in Clay Co.
Although Independence had been declared the New Jerusalem by 
the Prophet,he never took up his residence there because of the 
treatment he received upon the occasion of his first visit. He and 
Sidney Rigdon declared that the land was inherited by them from God
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and demanded that it be given up. The people became enraged and 
tarred and feathered them and drove them from the town. They re­
turned to Kirtland,Ohio where a large number of the saints had 
congregated and began the erection of a temple which was dedicated 
in 1836.
At about this time the "Kirtland Savings Society Bank " was 
organized with Sidney Rigdon as president and Joseph Smith as cash­
ier. It was at a time of the great extention of state banks and 
many of them had already become insolvent. The people had lost 
confidence in them, but many felt that one with which the pro­
phet was connected would be safe. As a result the notes issued
✓
by the bank circulated freely but when they were presented for 
payment it was refused and this bank failed like most of the 
banks of its time.
Joseph,being embarassed by his connection with the bank, 
now left Ohio and joined his brethern who had congregated in Cald 
well and Davis Counties, Mo. Here trouble had also begun between
them and the native inhabitants which finally became irreconcila -
At
bJU.^last the Mormon leaders declared they would no longer submit 
to be governed by the people of Missouri. Armed warfare was the
result which lasted for several days when the Governor ordered■
them driven out of the state. They were surrounded by the state 
militia and surrendered. All except the leaders were dismissed 
on promising to leave the state.
This surrender has always been regarded by the Mormons as 
an act of treachery on the part of Col.Hinkle, the commander of
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the Mormon forces. When his forces were surrounded., he sought an 
interview with^he commander of the state troops,Ren.Lucas and 
asked that a compromise be effected between the two parties. Gen 
Lucas replied that he was acting upon the Governors orders and 
submitted the terms of surrender which the Governor demanded. Col. 
Hinkle then asked for time to consider the proposition which was 
granted on condition that Joseph Smith, Sidney Rigdon, Lyman Wight 
Parley Pratt and G.W.Robinson be delivered over as hostages, to be 
returned the next day if the proposition was refused and if ac­
cepted to be held for trial. These men agreed to go to the camp
of Gen.Lucas as hostages. Immediately after were put
✓
in the hands of Gen.Lucas, Col.Hinkle surrendered. By many of the 
Mormons it is believed that getting them into the possession of Gen 
Lucas was a prearranged plan. However that may have been;had 
not the Mormons surrendered the militia would have forcibly taken 
the leaders prisoners,probably, with much loss of life. ( Stenbouse 
Rock Mountain Saints,Page 104 ).
The prisoners were tried by court-martial and condemned to 
be shot. This illegal course would have been carried out had not 
some of the conservative leade rs interceded in their favor. They 
were then imprisoned to await the action of the grand jury. Indie 
ments were found against them and the case was brought into court.
A change of venue was granted them and in going from one court to 
another the guards became intoxicated and the prisoners escaped. 
Following their brethern who had fled to Illinois the Prophet and 
his advisers arrived there in April 1839.
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CHAPTER 3 .
IN ILLINOIS.
The Mormons were well received in Illinois. Many believed 
they had been persecuted in Missouri and, combined with their des­
titute circumstances, they excited the sympathy of the people.
They had crossed the river at Quincy and remained there for a short 
time until the prophet should choose a place to locate. The half- 
breed Indian lands in Iowa were open for settlement and were dis­
cussed as a suitable place to settle. But the title was unperfect 
and they were given up. Finally they decided to locate at Commerce 
in Hancock County,Illinois. About fifty miles north of Quincy.
Here they arrived in the early summer.of 1839. The colony grew 
quite rapidly. The brethern flocked from all directions to the 
city. In September the name was changed from Commerce to NaMvoo, 
which the prophet declared was the Hebrew for " pleasant land 
The name was well chosen because the site is a pleasant one. Situ­
ated in a bend of the Missippippi river, the land rises gently for 
about one-half mile back forming a beautiful view up and down the 
river. Upon this elevation, surrounded by a rich and healty country 
the city of Nauvoo is located.
The Mormons had not been in Illinois very long before they 
adopted a policy which was the chief cause of their expulsion, that 
of voting as a unit and thus controlling the elections in the county 
and to a certain measure the state elections. Both the Whig and 
Democratic parties were anxious to obtain the Mormon vote. The
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Mormons had been expelled from Missouri by a Democratic Governor 
and Joseph had applied unsuccessfully for redress to a Democratic 
president, so they were inclined to favot the Whigs. The result 
was felt in the first election at which they voted. A former Demo­
cratic majority was changed to a Whig majority in the county elec- 
t ion.
During the legislative session of I840--4I,Dr.John C.Bennett 
a man who had lately been taken into the church, and who held a 
high place among the elders, was sent to Springfield to procure 
such charters as they designed. As before stated, each party was 
anxious to obtain their vote. Accordingly any measure asked for by 
the Mormon representative was passed without opposition by a stsaighft 
vote of both parties. During this session Bennett secured three 
charters for the Mormons, one for the "city of Nawvoo ", one for the 
"University of the city of Nauvoo", and one for the "Nauvoo Legion". 
These bills were allowed to pass through both houses without being 
read except by their titles and received a unanimous vote. (History 
of Hancock Co. Thomas Gregg.) This act established the city of 
Nauvoo with a very independent charter . The act established the 
right to"enact, establish,ordain and execute all laws and ordinances 
not repugnant to the constitution of the United States or of this 
State." Nothing is said, purposely or accidentally, about observ­
ing the laws of the State or the United States. So that the city 
was independent of the rest of the state and could exercise the 
same authority as a territory.
The charter for the "Nauvoo Legion " made it an independent
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military organization. Furnished with state arms and subject to 
Gov as commander-in-chief.
The city of Nauvoo was organized under this charter in 
1841 with Joseph Smith as Mayor. He was also made lieutenant 
General of the Legion.
In 1841 the Govenor of Mo. demanded the arrest and delivery 
of Smith and others,on the charge under which they gad escaped.
The warrant was issued by Gov.Carlin but returned unserved. The 
writ was again issued and Smith was arrested and brought before 
Stephan A.Douglas, one of the judges of the supreme court, and 
dismissed on a technical ground. This decision given by a demo­
cratic judge,turned the Mormon sentiment in favor of the democratic 
party. ( Ford Hist.of 111, Page ) A second warrant was issued
in 1842 but the municipal court of the city of Nauvoo took the 
extraordinary power of dismissing a state warrant on a writ of 
habeas corpus issued by the Municipal court.
The council of Nauvoo fearing still further trouble from 
Mo, now passed an ordinance in,effect declaring that the municipal 
court should have jurisdiction in all cases of arrest in the city 
by any process whatever.
In the election of 1842 the Mormons supported Thomas Ford 
for governor. A short time after he came into office a second 
writ was issued for Smith on a requisition from Mo. and Smith went 
to Springfield,was arrested and released on a writ of habeas cor­
pus, this time by a whig judge. The Whigs used this means to in­
fluence the Mormons in their favor again.
In the fall of 1843 occurred the Congressional election in 
the Mormon district. The candidates were,on the Whig ticlcet,Mr. 
Walker and on the Democratic ticket Mr.Hodge. In June of that year 
a 3rd warrant was issued against Smith, this time on the charge of 
conspiracy to murder Gov Boggs of Mo. He was arrested and taken 
to Nauvoo before the municipal court and defended by Mr.Walker,and 
was dismissed on habeas corpus from municipal court of Nauvoo.
Both Mr.Walker and Mr.Hodge were present and declared that the mu­
nicipal court had the right to dismiss the prisoner, The Missouri 
agent now demanded that the militia be ordered out to deliver up the
prisoner. A local politician went to Springfield and returned✓
with the report that the Gov. had promised that if the Mormons
would vote for Hodge the militia would not be ordered out. This
Gov.Ford strongly denied being true. Accordingly a few days before
the election Hyrum Smith,brother of the prophet, declared that it
#-
had been revealed to him that the Mormons must support Mr.Hodge for 
Congress. This statement was denied by one of the Mormon elders 
but Joseph announced to a large assembly on Sunday,that he knew 
that his brother was an honest man and that if he said he had 
had a revelation he believed it and advised the people to vote for 
Mr. Hodge. But he said he had promised to vote for Walker and in­
tended to keep his promise. ( Judge George Edmunds,Carthage,111.) 
As a result Mr.Hodge was elected by a large majority.
This sudden change turned the entire Whig pasty against 
them and a strong Anti Mormon party was formed who's purpose was 
ultimately to expel them from the state. The Mormons now becam<
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more arrogant. The Council in 1843— 4 passed an ordinance declar­
ing that no writ issued outside of Nauvoo for the arrest of any 
person in the city should be executed, without an approval endors­
ed by the Mayor. That any officer trying to execute such a writ 
without such approval should be subject to imprisonment for life.
( Ford History of 111. Page 320 ) The continual disturbance also 
tended to attract the rough element from the surrounding county 
which flocked to the city, joined the church and under its protec­
tion committed robery,theft,and counterfeiting, Many believed that 
the church sanctioned these acts but from statement made by many 
old settlers I am convinced that this is untrue. While in many 
cases they were protected by the church it was not with an intent 
to aid crime. Another thing which stirred up feeling against ^them 
was the application to congress for a territorial government at 
Nauvoo.
While this opposition was steadily growing on the outside 
of the city; there arose a disturbance in the church. There was 
a paper established," The Expositid^' by William and Wilson Law, 
two men who had stood high in the church, with the intention of 
exposing Smith and his religion. In the first issue several per­
sonal attacks were made on the prophet and other members high in 
the church. As a result the Council at its next meeting,after much 
deliberation, decided that the"Expos itio£" wasa nuisance and should 
be abated. Accordingly before the time for another issue the 
presses and type were dumped in the river.
The proprietors swore out a warrant, at the County seat at
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Carthage, for the arrest of the members of the council. The Muni­
cipal Court imrnedlately dismissed them on a writ of habeas corpus. 
The citizens of Carthage now asked the Governor for a body of mili­
tia to enforce the carrying out of the arrest.
The Gonernor immediately proceeded to Carthage and found a 
large military force already congregated. After investigating -the 
matter he was convinced that the Municipal court had acted ille­
gally; so he demanded that Smith be delivered over by the Mormons.
The arrest and trial of the Smiths is regarded by the Mor­
mons as a premeditated arrangement in order to get them away from 
their friends and allow them to be dealt with by their enemies. The 
best account found! of the arrest and trial if found in the "Times 
and Seasons". Vol. 5 No.12. It is a statement made by one of the 
lawyers who defended them, Mr.James W.Woods, of Burlington,Iowa.
Mr.Woods was not a Mormon and had no interest on either side except
as council for the defense. Furthermore, his good character and
.
uprightness can be fully established.
Mr.Woods, at the request of Joseph Smith, went to Nauvoo on 
the 21st of June 1884 and found things quiet there. On the even­
ing of the 22nd he went to Carthage, where the Governor was sta­
tioned, in order to consult with him concerning the warrant for the 
arrest of the Smiths. He was informed by the Governor that he had 
sent a posse to arrest Smith. Gov.Ford declared, he had pledged 
to protect all persons arrested, and guaranteed an impartial trial. 
On the 23rd Mr.Woods returned to Nauvoo and on the morning of the
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24th, he with Joseph and Hyrum Smith and others, started for Car­
thage. On the way they met Capt.Ducan with orders for the state 
arms at Nauvoo. All returned to Nauvoo and most of the arms were 
turned over. They again proceeded to Carthage and arrived there 
about ten o'clock on the night of the 24th.
The morning of the 25th Smith was arrested and tried for 
treason that afternoon. He entered into recognizance to appear at
l
the next term of court and was dismissed. In about one hour after 
the trial they were both rearrested and the constable demanded 
that they go to jail on a Qittimus signed by the justice. The 
prisoners were taken to jail and the next morning Gov.Ford pledged 
himself for their personal safety. The council for the defense 
demanded an immediate trial and they were brought before justice.
The defense asked for continuance till 27th to bring witnesses 
from Nauvoo,which was granted. On the morning of the 27th the Gov—  
ernor disbanded all the troops except Capt.Deming's horsemen and 
the Cart.-.age Greys. On the 27th the trial was continued till the q 
29th and Mr.Foods with the Governor proceeded to ^auvoo and arriv­
ed there about five o'clock; having left eight men to guard the 
jail while the rest of the company .was stationed one quarter of a 
mile away. "While his excellency was haranguing the people at 
Nauvoo to give up their arms,the men at Carthage were being assassi* 
nated whom the Governor had pledged his and the state's faith to 
protect."
At about five o'clock on the 27th of June 1844 a mob came 
from the timbers to the northwest of the city and overcame the
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guard and assassinated the prophet and his brother Hyrum. There is 
little doubt among the old settlers that the deed was committed by 
members of the Warsaw troops who had been disbanded that morning.
That the guards who were on duty at the jail expected the mob is 
well authenticated by their own testimony, in which the . 
writer has heard one,now dead, declare that they expected an attack 
and that their guns were loaded with blank cartridges.
Gov.Ford on his leaving Nauvoo met the messengers bring­
ing the news of the death of the Smiths, he fearing violence from 
the hand of the Mormons, seized the messengers and took them back 
with him to Carthage. At Cartilage great excitement prevailed.
Most of the people,fearing an attack by the Mormons,fled from the ci 
to the surrounding country.Th« Governor hastened on to Quincyjfearing 
an attempt on his life. No attack came,however, and the people re­
turned after a few days to their homes. The Mormons it seems expect 
ed the assault upon the Smiths would be followed up by an attack on 
the city of Nauvoo. So that both parties stood in an expectant atti­
tude,each fearing an attack from the other.
After the death of the Smiths the question arose as to who 
should succeed to the Presidency of the church at this time,probably 
was Brigham Young. He,as president of the twelve apostles,succeed­
ed in having his chief opponent,Sidney Rigdon expelled from the chure^
which left him in the possession of the presidency without any oppo­
sition.
The quiet which followed the assassination of the Smiths 
was of short duration. The disturbing element in the community con-
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tinued their depredations with more boldness than before. The 
Anti-Mormons became more determined to drive them out. In 1845 
armed warfare was carried on between the different parties.
Murder was very common. Stealing and incendarism of daily 
occursanee. Men armed and were prepared to use their arms for 
their own safety.
On Sept.9th a meeting of Anti Mormons was fired upon. Where 
upon they resolved to begin the extermination of the Mormon. They 
commenced by burning the homes of those who were separated from 
their baethern. The sheriff attempted to obtain the leader in 
this attack but failed.
Finally on the first and second day of Oct. a meeting of 
representatives from nine counties contiguous to Han.Co.was held. 
This meeting resolved that it was impossible to reconcile the 
differences between the two parties and that the proposition of 
the Mormons to leave the state be accepted. Accordingly on the 
IOth of Feb.1846 the eiodus began. The eiodus continued slowly 
for some months and in April the troops which had been held' for 
the protection of the people were withdrawn. But in July trou­
ble arose between a party of Mormons and Anti Mormons. The Anti 
Mormons were arrested and taken to Nauvoo and imprisoned. They 
were finally released on a writ of habeas corpus from Adams 
Co. When they became free warrants were issued for three men, 
Clifford,Furniss,and Pickeet, these men were the leaders of the 
disreputable element of the Mormons who remained behind. Clifford 
and Furniss submitted to arrest but Pickeet resisted arrest. On
3 g ' ■ j  0 .
. A,
1 9 .
the I2th of Sept., the Mormons held a meeting in which they decided 
that the writ should not be allowed to be executed and took measures 
for military resistance. The Militia from Han, Adams, and Brown 
Cos. were assembled at Carthage on the 28th with Col.Brockman in 
command of the First Regiment, and Col.Thomas Geddes in command of 
the Second Regiment. Col.Singlrton who was in command of the troops 
carried on negotiation with the Mormon leaders and came to an agree­
ment which was unanimously rejected by the officers. He then re­
signed and was succeeded by Col.Brockman. He immediately started tow|rd 
Nauvoo with an army of about ?00 men and arrived there on the 10th
of September. Skirmishing continued until the twelveth (I2th) when
Col.Broekman sent in a flag of tw-teia demanding a surrender, which 
was refused. An attack followed which lasted for one hour and one- 
half in which no one was seriously injured. The Militia retreated 
because of the supply of cannon balls being exhausted. Each party 
now remained stationary until the I5th when parties from Quincy i n ­
terceded for peace and an agreement was finally reached that the Mor 
mons should immediately withdraw from the state, and by three o'cloa 
the next day the Militia marched into the city as the last of the 
Mormons were crossing the river. ( Hist.of Han.Co. P.350--353.
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CHAPTER 4.
INTERNAL CONDITIONS IN THE CHURCH.
The Mormons,when they reached Nauvoo, were in a very 
deplorable condition. Forced to flee from Mo. leaving all their pro­
perty behind them, their condition when they arrived in Illinois can 
easily be imagined. But not discouraged,they set about building up 
a city which would make their church &rrown to all the world. The 
city grew rapidly. In the space of six years a little hamlet grew 
into a city of over 30,000. A temple was erected which was furnished
in marble at the expense of almost $1,000,000.00 . Everything pros-
✓
pered for the first few years until the church became involved in 
political disputes which was the beginning of a struggle that almost 
destroyed her.
The Prophet exercised supreme control over the church and 
under his guidance it prospered greatly. He claimed to be guided 
entirely by revelation in his doings. The entire church respected 
his will. The only case of disobediance brought about the trouble 
which resulted in his death. The charge that he was the originator 
of the Doctrine of Polygamy id strongly denied by all his friends.
And I believe the only person who made any direct charge to that ef­
fect,was Dr.John C.Bennett, who figured prominently in obtaining the 
charters for the city, and who was afterwards expelled from the 
church. But his charges are regarded untrustworthy on account of th| 
unreliability of his word. After the death of the Prophet Brigham 
Young became leader, and pretended to receive revelations from above 
The friends of the Prophet claim that he was the first person to pro-
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mulgate the doctrine of Polygamy.
When Younf succeeded to the presidency there was one group 
whirtbroke away from his church claiming that they were the old church 
and that Young had made changes in the doctrine which they could not 
sanction. This faction remained in Illinois and is represented by 
Mrs.Smith and her son together with some of the most substantial
people in the old church. They do not claim to receive revelation 
but have the Book of Mormon for their Bible. This sect has con­
stantly increased since 1845. Many highly respected people in;Ill­
inois, Iowa and Missouri belong to it. They do not congregate to­
gether but are found scattered over the different parts of the 
state. This sect which denominates itself the "Reorganized Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints" bids fair to take and hold a 
respectable place among the Religious sects of the day.
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